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Amendments to Article 11, Sign Regulations:

Sec. 11.1 General

11.1.1 Purpose’

The purpose of this section is to promote the general health, safety, and welfare of the City and
County of Durham by:

A. Enabling the effective use of signs as a means of communication and free speech;

B. Maintaining and enhancing the aesthetic environment while minimizing physical and visual
clutter and subsequent adverse impacts on nearby public and private property;

C. Maintaining the community's ability to support economic development and growth;

D. Establishing standards that are primarily based upon time, place, and manner principles,
while providing limited exceptions based upon a compelling governmental interest in the
role signs play in _community enhancement and engagement, safety, wayfinding, and
historical and cultural recognition; and

E. Establishing, in limited circumstances, standards that provide greater permissiveness for
noncommercial signage;

F. Adhering to applicable state and federal laws

G. Enabling the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations.

! Revised to address the need for exempt sign category and the “compelling governmental interest” that warrants
these.
? Deleted entirely. Superfluous text. Will utilize some aspects into the “purpose” section.
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11.1.2 Applicability

A. Unless otherwise indicated or preempted by state or federal law, the standards within this
Article shall be applied to all forms of signage erected, reconstructed, replaced, relocated,
or altered.

B. Signage in the right-of-way may also be subject to additional City Code requirements, state
or federal statutes, or additional sign regulations found within other sections of this
Ordinance.

11.1.3 Compliance with Local Historic District Overlay and Landmarks
Signs within a local historic district overlay (-H) or on a local historic landmark property shall
comply with local historic district overlay and landmark requirements of this Ordinance, as

applicable.

11.2 Exempt Signs
11.2.1 Purpose *
Signs within this section gualify as “exempt” from the requirements of this Article due to one or
more of the following factors:
e The sign aids in the safe and efficient vehicular and pedestrian movement, circulation,
and way-finding;
e The sign provides a warning of hazards;
e The sign enables a governmental entity to perform public service, outreach, or event
information and fulfill other governmental responsibilities;
e The sign aids a community enhancement program or recognition of cultural or historical
aspects of the community;

*> Moved to Definitions and updated.
*The purpose statements may be incorporated into the overall “purpose section”.
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e The sign provides recognition other civic points of interest;

e The sign provides minimal to no visual impact to persons off-site;
e The sign is solely artistic and non-commercial; or

e The sign fulfills requirements of other codes or statutes.

11.2.2 Types of Exempt Signs

Unless otherwise specified, the following signs are exempt from the requirements of this Article
and are allowed in addition to other regulated temporary and permanent signs. However, such
signs shall remain in good repair and not be dilapidated or damaged, and shall not create a
hazard to pedestrians, cyclists, or motorists.

Commentary: Exempt signs may have requirements found within other sections of this
Ordinance; or other local, state, or federal rules, codes, or statutes.
A. Signs not Visible®
1. Signs not visible from a public right-of-way or adjacent property shall be exempt from
this Article.
2. (County Only) For the SRP-C District, signs visible from property also zoned SRP-C shall
also be exempt from this Article.®
B. Government Signs
1. Types of Government Signs
a. Governmental identification and directional signs, including but not limited to, those
located at municipal boundaries or that recognize historically or culturally significant
city or county places or other civic points of intere;

- |

VoLuwTah,
AGRICULTYRAL
o DISTRCT

WELCOME TO

- THE CITY AND COUNTY OF

85,
B DURHAM e | .

b. Government supported or sponsored signs for community enhancement and historic
recognition, such as but not limited to public art, historic or memorial markers, and
officially designated historic landmark signs;

> Changed from “not legible” to be less discretionary.
e Existing text. Relocated and re-worded from Signs Defined Interpretation section.
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¢. _Government-sponsored announcements or events; and

d. Other signs required by a federal, state, or local law such as but not limited to public
hearing postings, tree protection notices, and riparian buffer signs.
2. Signs Not Included
Permanent signs, other than those listed above, placed on government property or
buildings for the purpose of building or facility identification shall not be considered
exempt, and are therefore regulated within this Article.
Commentary: A directional sign along a street indicating the direction to a library is
exempt (a directional sign to a civic point of interest), but a sign that reads “Durham
County Library” on library property or buildings is not exempt.
C. Safety Signs
Permanent or temporary signs that solely provide warnings and signs required to control
the movement or direction of vehicular and pedestrian traffic to solely facilitate safe
pedestrian or vehicular circulation. Such signs, as applicable, shall meet FHWA Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices standards. No commercial text or graphics are present.
1. Types of Safety Signs

a. Street name and addressing, and other traffic control, circulation, and way-finding
sighs on public or private property, or right-of-way;

WRONG
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b. Warning signs such as but not limited to “Beware of Dog” or “High Voltage” with

associated graphics.

% NOTICE
= A
Danger

TRESPASSING
High voltage
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c. Construction warning and safety signs.

GAUTION

CONSTRUCTION
AREA

2. Signs Not Included
Unless there is a local, state, or federal rule or statutory requirement, the following
signs are not included:
a. Signs containing additional commercial text and/or graphics.
b. Signs exceeding three square feet per sign.’
D. Signs on Fences on Construction Sites
Fence wrap signage affixed to perimeter fencing at a construction site pursuant to NCGS
160A-381(j) and 153A-340(n), as amended.
E. Bona Fide Farms within County Jurisdiction
Signs applicable to bona fide farm zoning exemptions pursuant to NCGS 153A-340, as
amended.
F. Flags
Flags as regulated pursuant to Sec. 7.7, Flags and Flagpoles.
G. Works of Art on property outside the right-of-way
Works of art which do not identify a business, product, or service.®

=

11.3 Prohibited Signs
The following signs shall be prohibited, and may neither be erected nor maintained:
11.3.1 Animated or Motion Signs

A_G | Prohibiti
r—al-tiers—other—than—the-Downtown—TFier—sighs-Signs with animated, blinking, chasing,

flashing, or moving effects (including but not limited to sign faces that periodically change
to show different images or messages) are prohibited, with the exception of allowances

’ Current customary identification signs limited to 3 sq. ft.
® This was a merged zoning ordinance (MZO) description.
° Duplicative text
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sighs—with—changeable—copy—under—pursuant to See—3327paragraph ???, Animated and

Changeable Copy on On-Premise Signs.

B.—Exception-forDowntown-Tier™’

11.3.2 Rotating Signs
Rotating or revolving signs.
11.3.3 Windblown or Inflated Signs

Fluttering, spinning, windblown, or inflated devices including pennants, propeller discs, flags or
banners, or gas or air-filled displays which do not conform with the requirements of this
Ordinance, unless asseciated—withlocated on a parcel during operation of a temporary use in
the Downtown FerDesign District authorized under Sec. 3.12, Temporary Use Permit, and Sec.
5.5, Temporary Uses.

11.3.4 Vehicle Signs Pertable-Signs

B G | ir filled displays: and
E-—Attached or painted sign on vehicles parked and-visible-fremwithin 100 feet of the right-of-

way, unless said vehicle is used as a vehicle in the normal day-to-day operations of the
business.

11.3.5 Off-Premise Signs

A. A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or entertainment not
conducted, sold, or offered on the premises where the sign is located, or which business,
commodity, service, or entertainment forms only minor or incidental activity upon the
premises where the sign is displayed. The sale of a commodity shall be considered a minor
activity if the commodity advertised is a specific brand or if the advertising content is not
directly controlled, or has in the past not been directly controlled by the operator of the on-
premise business. These product-oriented signs shall be considered on-premises signs if
they comply with on-premise sign requirements.

1 Moved to changeable copy section
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Commentary: These signs are typically considered “billboards”, or signs that were once on-
premises signs but became off-premise signs because the business, commodity, service
or entertainment is no longer offered on the premises.

B. Notwithstanding the prohibition in paragraph-???E%, above, the provisions of paragraph???,
Nonconforming Signs, shall apply to nonconforming off-premise signs located along federal
and primary or interstate highways that were existing as of September 4, 1990, in the City
or December 1, 1989, in the County and meet all requirements of paragraph 33-2-8??7.

B-—The structure for a sign that is not allowed under this Ordinance if such structure cannot be
used for a legal use or does not comply with the height, size, or other physical requirements
of the Ordinance.

11.3.7 Dilapidated or Damaged Signs
A sign that has missing or broken panels, broken or damaged supports or frame, or
otherwise displays inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence or abandonment.

11.3.8 Signs_that are—Censtituting—TFraffic—Hazards Hazardous to Vehicular or Pedestrian

Movement
Any sign which constitutes a hazard to pedestrian or vehicular traffic or movement
including, but not limited to, signs located within the—sight distance triangle—ofan
intersectiontriangles; signs that impede pedestrian or vehlcular movement; or signs that
block windows, doors, or other means of ingress and egress.”

11.3.9 Signs Located in the Publlc nght of-Way or on PubI|c Propertv

Unless otherwise allowed, aII signs, mcludmg supports frames, and embelllshments that
are located within a public right of way or attached, affixed, or painted on any utility pole,
light standard, utility box or pedestal, tree, rock, or other natural object located within the

publ|c rlght of way or on pubI|c property—e*eept—as—e*p#essly—peﬂw-tted—by—the—emy—ﬂu-bhe

1 Incorporated into commentary for off-premise signs.
2 Adapted from the current “Placement of signs” section that is now deleted.
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2 Moved to Temporary sign section
" Moved to Permanent sign section
> Added to Definitions

'® Moved to Temporary signs



May 2018 Public Draft

Y Moved to Exempt signs
1 Currently deleted entirely. Will explorer further any potential for allowance.
Y Either exempt due to bona fide farm status, or allowed through either temporary or permanent signs.

9



May 2018 Public Draft

** Moved to Exempt signs and added definition based upon current description.
*! Deleted and allowance incorporated into general permanent signage allowance.
2 Incorporated into Exempt signs.
23 . .
Incorporated into Exempt signs.
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2 Incorporated into Exempt signs.

25 . .
Incorporated into Temporary signs.

26 . .
Incorporated into Exempt signs.

7 Incorporated into Temporary signs.
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28 . .
Incorporated into Temporary signs.

29 . .
Incorporated into Exempt signs.

30 . .
Incorporated into Permanent signs.

31 . .
Incorporated into Permanent signs.
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11.4

Nonconforming Signs
A. Signs that were lawful as—eftheeffective-dateof this Ordinancewhen established but are

not in conformance with current requirements shall be permitted to be maintained as
nonconforming signs.
B. Nonconforming Off-Premise Signs

Certain off-premise signs, as defined in Sec. 3433?77, Prohibited Signs, that were made
nonconforming by previous ordinances but were allowed to continue beyond the
amortization period in force for other off-premise signs may continue to exist until such
point that compensation is not required for their removal under federal law, subject to the
following restrictions, which are carried forward from previous ordinances, or are
clarifications of such ordinances:

1.

The signs and supporting structures may not be enlarged, moved to a different location
in the City or County except by moving 1/100th of a mile on the same sign location or
site as authorized by 19A NCAC 2E.0210(16), or improved through replacement by
substantially different materials or in any other manner_except as allowed pursuant to
NCGS 136-131.2;

Lights and/or other electric or electronic features may not be added, and the intensity
of lighting may not be increased;

The signs must operate in compliance with all other restrictions in Article 11, and the
UDO, and other local regulations, including but not limited to prohibitions on sign
operation and sign features contained in paragraph 343-4?? and 4432?? and
prohibitions on dilapidated and damaged signs contained in 34:3-6??? and 3437?77,
The signs shall be removed if repair or damage to the sign and structure exceeds 50% of
value as determined by the criteria in 19A NCAC 2E.0225(f);

The signs shall operate in compliance with all restrictions contained in federal and/or
State law and regulation; and

The owner of such signs shall maintain all necessary records and documents, including
permits, required to be obtained under previous ordinances and/or State law or
regulation, to demonstrate that the sign may continue to exist under the provisions of
paragraph 4135?77,

The restrictions contained in this—section—312-8B—paragraph 11.1.6B shall not be
interpreted to prohibit the City or County from requiring removal of any nonconforming
off-premise sign when removal is accomplished in accordance with applicable law,
including but not limited to federal and/or state requirements regarding compensation.

32 Incorporated into Temporary signs.
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S .];.5 s. u" I. R. Il F!a[ 33

11.5 General Standards for Signs

11.2:15.1 Sign Calculation Standardsand Measurement

A. Sign Area

1. The area of a sign shall include all lettering, wording, designs and symbols, together with

the background, whether open or enclosed, on which they are displayed. The
supporting structure or bracing of a sign shall be omitted in measuring the area of the
sign unless such structure or bracing is made part of the message or face of the sign.
Any backlit area shall be considered part of the face of the sign.

Commentary: The “golden arches” at McDonald’s, if used as support for a
sign, are clearly integral to the sign message and would be included in the
computation of the area of the sign face.

J————\

2. Where a sign consists of individual letters, words or symbols attached-attached, painted,
or otherwise applied to a surface, building, canopy, awning, wall or window and all such
elements are located in the same plane, the sign area shall be the area of the smallest
rectangle which completely encompasses all such letters, words or symbols and any
accompanying background of a color different than the natural color of the wall. Where
such sign includes multiple words, each word located in the same plane shall be
computed separately.

** Revised and incorporated into Exempt, Temporary, and Permanent sign sections.
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Commentary: Channel letter signs, mounted logos, and similar devices are treated
differently than signs in cabinets — the wall area between multiple elements does not count
as sign area.

3. The area for a sign with more than one face shall be computed by adding together the
area of all sign faces. On all signs other than wall signs, which shall only be allowed one
face, signs with identical sign faces placed in such a manner to ensure that the angle at
which the two sign faces are placed does not exceed 60 degrees, shall be considered as
a single face.

60 AND UNDER OVWER 80"

HEIGHT
HEIGHT*

HEIGHT
HEIGHT '
| —

G

- J | - / } .

Z

T
2 SIDED FLAT SIGN 2 SIDED ANGLED SIGN 2 SIDED SIGN OVER 60°
60° OR UNDER WIDTH' x HEIGHT' = SIGN AREA
WIDTH x HEIGHT= SIGN AREA WIDTH x HEIGHT= SIGN AREA WIDTH® x HEIGHT * = SHGN AREA

Commentary: It is presumed that where sign faces are placed less than 60
degrees apart, both faces are not readable from any one point.

i Superfluous and content-based.
%> Moved to Freestanding signs.
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€B.  Sign Height
The height of a sign shall be computed as the distance from the base of the sign at a
computed grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign (including the
sign face, sign structure, or any other appurtenance). The computed grade shall be the
elevation of the nearest point to the proposed sign location of the crown of the nearest
public street—providing—acecess or access drive; or the grade of the land at the principal
entrance to the principal structure on the lot, whichever is higher.

11.2:25.2 lllumination

A. Signs may be illuminated from within or from an external source, but such illumination shall
be in a manner which avoids glare or reflection which in any way interferes with traffic
safety.

*® Deleted in entirety. Conflicts with prescribed individual sign allowances and difficult to administer and enforce.
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Internally illuminated signs shall be required to have an opaque background and translucent

copy.
Sign lighting shaII o¥e

be—ad,taeent—prepert—ycomplv with appllcable Ilghtlng standards pursuant to paragraph 7.4. 3
Standards.

Unless otherwise permitted within this Ordinance, signs shall not be illuminated by moving
lights, flickering lights, or a string of lights placed around the sign.

11.2:35.3 Design, Construction and Maintenance

A. All signs shall comply with applicable provisions of the North Carolina Building Code and the
National Electrical Code.

B. Signs shall be constructed of permanent materials and permanently affixed to the ground or
building except for those signs that, by their nature, are considered temporary: or
moveable.

C. Permanent signs shall be maintained in good condition at all times and shall be kept free of
cracked or peeling paint, missing or damaged sign panels or supports, and weeds, grass or
vegetation that obscures the view of the sign message.

11.2.6-Placement-of-Signs®’

Changeable copy shaII be aIIowed onIy on on-premise signs t-hat—areln the foIIowmg
locations:

___ 1. innonresidentiabNonresidential districtsy;

2. Design Districts;

___ 3. associated—with—neonresidentia-Nonresidential uses in the PDR District, and all other
Planned D|str|cts, and

£e#ew-ngNonre5|dent|aI uses in re5|dent|al districts:.

AB.General Standards

1. No more than 50% of the area of a sign shall be devoted to changeable copy;-exceptfor

B2. Except for paragraph 11. 5 4D, Parking Structure Changeable Copv, the dlsplav of copy

7 Incorporated into prohibited signs

% Changes in this section involve re-wording to focus on time-place-manner (time/temperature and theaters do
not warrant a compelling governmental interest to allow an exception), develop a safety/traffic circulation related
standard parking structures to allow real-time vacancy notification, and includes existing downtown design district
exception relocated form a different section.
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shall not change ata+rategreaterthanmore frequently than once per 180 minutes. Fhe

____€3. Displayed copy shall not be animated, blinking, chasing, flashing, or have other moving
effects. This provision shall not restrict the copy from changing from one message to
another.

C. Exception for Downtown Design (DD) District

In_the DD District, signs with animated, blinking, chasing, flashing, or moving effects,

including sign faces that periodically change to show different images or messages shall be

allowed through the issuance of a minor special use permit pursuant to Sec. 3.9, Special Use

Permit. In addition to the review factors in paragraph 3.9.8B, Review Factors, the following

review factors shall also be considered:

1. The sign or signs are spaced so as to not lead to excessive animated signage in an area;

2. Thereis no negative impact upon traffic safety; and

3. There is artistic or historic merit or other design qualities that will have a positive impact
on the downtown.

D. Parking Structure Changeable Copy

In order to facilitate safe traffic movements and minimizing hazardous vehicular queuing
within right-of-way, signs associated with parking structures may incorporate changeable
messages that solely provide real time notification of the availability of parking.

11.5.6 Substitution of Noncommercial Message

Noncommercial signs shall be allowed in all districts and may be substituted for any sign
expressly allowed under this Ordinance. Noncommercial signs shall be subject to the same
permit requirements, restrictions on size and type, and other conditions and specifications as
apply to the sign for which they are being substituted.

18
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11.6

Temporary Signs>°

11.6.1 General

A. The signs under this section shall be allowed in all zoning districts.
B. A sign permit may be required pursuant to Sec. 3.10, Sign PermitNe-sigh—permitshall-be

required:—hewever. In any event, the property owner’s consent shall be obtained before
erecting such signage.

C. No temporary sign shall be illuminated.

11.6.2 Signs Located on a Parcel

A. Single or Two-Family Residential Parce

40
|

The following temporary signs shall be allowed on a parcel that maintains a single-family

residential structure or a two-family residential structure. For the purpose of this section, a

parcel containing a townhouse shall also be included. No sign permit shall be required.

1.

Each parcel shall be allowed an unlimited humber of honcommercial temporary signs,

with a maximum height of three feet and maximum area of four square feet for each

sign.
When the parcel and/or structure is for sale, lease, or rent, one commercial sign with a

maximum height of four feet and maximum size of six square feet is allowed per street
frontage. The sign shall be removed once the parcel and/or structure has been sold,
rented, or leased.

When yard sale, construction, or maintenance activity is performed on the parcel, one

commercial sigh with a maximum height of three feet and maximum area of four square
feet is allowed. The sign shall be removed once the vyard sale, construction or
maintenance activity has been completed.

B. All Other Parcels or Development Sites*!

The following temporary signs shall be allowed on a hon-residential and multi-family parcel,

and development sites with multiple parcels.

** New section.
* provides a sign budget for single and two-family lots, including townhomes
41 . . .

Provides a sign budget for all other sites.
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sale, lease, or rent

1 per facade at 16 SF

b. Facade 100 linear

feet or more: 1 per
facade at 32 SF

lease, or rent

Temporary
Number of Signs per Sign
Street Maximum Permit
Frontage/Maximum Height Duration Required
Size in square feet (feet) (Sec. 3.10,
(SF) Sign
Permit
Unlimited, not to
Window Sign exceed 10% of 10% of -- - No
aggregate window
area
SRP-C and Design Two weeks
Districts: before the event
1 at 32 SF or 10% of and shall be
the square footage of removed within
Sign when a the building facade seven days after
temporary event area on one street the event.

. , ; . - Yes
not listed below is | frontage, whichever is — However, in no —
taking place larger. case shall a sign

Residential Districts: be posted for
1 and 25 SF more than 30
All Other Districts: consecutive
1at32SF days.
DD District: 10% of
Additional sign(s) the building facade
when there is area along the street From issuance of
construction or frontage location or construction
maintenance 120 square feet in 3 permit to No
(other than area, whichever is less = completion, or -
exempt fence All other locations: during
wrap signs per 1 at 32 SF each maintenance
11.1.3)
Freestanding sign: 3
1at32SF =
Wall sign:

- . a. Facade less than

Additional sign(s) X .
. 100 linear feet: While for sale
when parcel is for No
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Additional wall

i . .
—g—(—)—ﬂo;;n“:;? 1 at 8 SF for each unit While for sale No
; or suite. lease, or rent —
building is for sale, .
lease, or rent
Additional sign(s) During the time
during a local, period specified
state, or federal 1at6 Sk within NCGS No
election 136-32(b)

11.6.3 Within Public Right-of-Way
Unless indicated otherwise, Fhe-the following signs are allowed within the public right-of-way in

all zoning districts. Whe#e—sueh—gg%ﬁa%e—pe%manent—ggns—they—shaﬂ—req*ﬁe—a—heense

a-gFeemem—a-pp#eved-bwk}GDQLas—a-pphea-b#e—Slgns aIIowed in rlght of—way shaII meet aII other

applicable requirements of this Article._Additional approvals from the City or NCDOT, as
applicable, may be required.
A. One object or marker placed at the location of a traffic event or incident.*?

1. The maximum size shall be 18 square feet

2. The maximum height shall be 3.5 feet.

3. The object or marker shall be placed at least three feet from back of curb or edge of

pavement, as applicable.
4. The object or marker shall remain no longer than 45 days after event or incident.

EB. (City only)-Sighs—erected Noncommercial signs erected on City-maintained rights-of-way,

including city-maintained State right-of-way, during the time period specified within NCGS

136-32(b).*

1. Each sign shall be a maximum of six square feet and three and a half feet high above the
edge of pavement of the adjacent road.

42 Proposed as a method to regulate ghost bikes and other memorials. Consistent with existing policy.

3 Incorporated into Exempt signs

“ Developed to allow noncommercial signage in the right-of-way while not making a distinction between such
signage and political signs. The time period per state statute is the 30" day prior to the start of early-voting
through the 10" day after the election day.
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2. Along any State rights-of-way such signs may require permits from NCDOT.
C. Meveable-Temporary Signs on Sidewalk
Al. Moeveable-Temporary signs can be located on sidewalks within the streetright-of-way

B2.

3.

enly-en-sidewatks-within the Cl, CN, CG, MU Districts, and Design distriets-Districts and
shall not require a permit.
A meveable-temporary sign shall not be permanently attached in any way to the
sidewalk, and shall not be chained or attached in any way to street furniture, other
signs, street trees, etherlandscaping, or other fixtures or appurtenances on or in the
sidewalk.
Standards

da. Only one meveable-temporary sign is allowed per building street frontage-and

2b. The sign shall be located no more than 10 feet from the main pedestrian
entrance. This amount can be increased only by the minimum amount necessary to
achieve the minimum width for pedestrian clearance.

3c. Pedestrian Clearance
The meveable-temporary sign shall be placed to allow at least five feet of sidewalk
width for unrestricted pedestrian movement.

4d. Each-sidewatkThe temporary sign shall not exceed two and one half feet in width
and four feet in height.

Se. The temporary sign shall be removed each day by the close of business, and shall
be replaced or removed when the appearance or condition of the sign deteriorates.

1\ a¥a H\V/ D
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11.7 Permanent Signs®
11.7.1 General

A. Unless indicated otherwise, signs shall not be located within public right-of-way.

B. For signs allowed within the public right-of-way, shal—reguire—a license agreement
approved by the Public Works Director, or designee and/or an encroachment agreement
approved by NCDOT as applicable, shall be required. Signs allowed in right-of-way shall

meet all other applicable requirements of this Article.

C. Upen-issuanee—ofa-A sign permit in accordance with Sec. 3.10, Sign Permit, the-shall be
required as indicated in the following table.fellewingsighs—shal-beallowedsubjectto-the

fellewdngresiromonts
. Sign Permit
Signage Required
Three Square Foot Maximum Sign Allowance (11.7.2A) No
Awning (11.7.3A) Yes
Canopy (11.7.3B) Yes
Freestanding (11.7.3C) Yes
Marquee (11.7.3D) Yes
Projecting (11.7.3E) Yes
Roof (11.7.3F) Yes
Suspended (11.7.3G) Yes
Vending, ATM, Gasoline Pump, or other Amenity (11.7.3H) No
Wall (11.7.31) Yes
Window (11.7.3J) No

11.7.2 Maximum Sign Allowances™®

A. On any one parcel, a maximum permanent signage allowance of three square feet is

permitted without a sign permit. The signs shall be limited to freestanding, wall, or window

signs pursuant to paragraph 11.7.3, Sign Types.

B. Once permanent signage exceeds the maximum indicated above, all permanent signhage

shall conform to the sighage standards within paragraph 11.7.3, Sign Types.

11.7.3 Sign Types
A. Awning Signs

A-An awning sign is a sign which is a part of a fabric or other non-structural awning.

Standards

Awning signs shall be permitted for nonresidential uses and in all nonresidential zoning

districts subject to the following requirements:
1. The sign shall be flat against the surface of the awning.

2. The sign shall maintain a clearance of 7’-6” on-site or within public right-of-way. abevea

publicright-of-way-or required-frontyard:

* New section that primarily incorporates existing standards

*® Sets a maximum sign allowance for any parcel without the need of a sign permit. Once the maximum is

exceeded, the permanent sign section would apply and permits would be needed as applicable.
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3. Fhe-A sign extending into right-of-way shall not be closer than two feet, measured in
horizontal distance, from the curb line of any street.

5-4.Any fabric awning valance may not extend more than one foot below the rigid mount of
the awning.
6-5.The maximum sign area is 40 square feet per sign.
76.0nly one awning sign is permitted over each door or window.
8:7. The area of all permitted awning signs shall be included in the area of all wall signs
per paragraph 11.7.11, Wall Signs.
B. Canopy Signs
A canopy sign is a sign on a permanent;-decerative-porch-owaltkway- cover other than an
awning which is attached to a building or supported by columns extending to the ground. A
sign_mounted to a column or underside of the canopy shall comply with dimensional
standards for freestanding pylon signs.
Sendards
Canopy signs shall be permitted en—for nonresidential uses subject to the following
requirements:
1. The maximum sign area per canopy face is 12 square feet.
2. The vertical edge of the canopy sign shall be a maximum of two feet in height, except
for fuel canopies, where the maximum vertical edge efthe-earepy-maycan be 42 inches.
3. In no case shall the sign extend beyond the vertical-any edge of the canopy to which it is
attached.
4. The sign area used for the computation of sign size shall be deducted from the allowable
square footage for wall signs per paragraph 11.7.11, Wall Signs.
C. Freestanding Signs
1. MM
a. Monument Signs

A freestanding sigh permanently affixed to the ground by a solid-appearing base
generally spanning the width of the sigh and constructed of a permanent material,

such as but not limited to concrete block or brick.

v Descriptions are modified to more accurately describe the difference between the two types of signs.
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2b. Pylon Signs
A freestanding sign permanently affixed to the ground by one or more_visible

supports such as pylons, posts, poles, or columns.

BARB-QUE ; BURGER®,

- ]

ity

32. Standards for Design Districts, and Nonresidential districts and Uses

Freestanding signs shall be permitted in Design Districts, nonresidential zoning districts,
and for non-residential uses in residential zoning districts subject to the following
requirements.
a. Height
(1) Monument Sign
The distance from the ground to the highest point of the sign shall be not more
than six feet.
(2) Pylon Sign
(a) The distance from the ground to the highest point of the sign shall not
exceed 16 feet, except for nonresidential uses in residential districts or in the
MTC Overlay (Sec. 4.9), where the sign height shall not exceed 12 feet.
(b) The height shall be limited to six feet if the length of the support(s) is less
than 30% of the overall height.*
Example: A pylon sign with a height measurement of 16 feet would require
supports of at least 4.8 feet.

| Overall Height- 16 feet

Minimum pylon
height 24.8 feet

*® Added to limit tall pylon signs that appear as monument signs.
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(3) Exemption
A pylon sign up to 40 feet in height feon a parcel maintaining a restaurants,
hotels, motels, or fuel sales establishments is allowed when:
(a) The property is within 400 feet of the right-of-way of a eentroled—access

highwayfreeway;
(b) The property is either adjacent to, or within 150 feet of, an interchange
providing access to the eentrolted-access-highwayfreeway; and
(c) The property is not located in a Design District or MTC Overlay.
b. Number

(1) One freestanding sign shall be permitted on each street on which the property
fronts.

(2) Except within Design Districts, additional signs are allowed in a development
with an approved common signage plan for a street frontage that exceeds 300
feet. If multiple signs are placed on a single street frontage, no individual sign
shall exceed 80 square feet in area and there shall be a minimum of 150 feet
between the signs.

___3c¢. Area
___a(1). Sign Area in Nonresidential Districts
Individual signs on each street frontage of a property shall not exceed 32 square
feet in area when the frontage is less than 150 feet, and shall not exceed 80
square feet in area when the frontage is 150 feet or more.
___b(2). Sign Area of Nonresidential Uses in Residential Districts

___(34a) For lots with a frontage of less than 150 linear feet, the sign shall not
exceed 12 square feet in area.

___(2b)  For lots with a frontage of 150 linear feet or more, the sign shall not
exceed 32 square feet in area.

___€(3). Sign Area in Design Districts
____Freestanding signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area.
___4d. Location
___a(1). Freestanding signs shall not be placed within the MTC buffer area but may be
placed within other landscaped areas.
___b(2). Freestanding signs shall not be located within any sight distance triangles.
__&(3) (County Only) Within the SRP-C district, freestanding signs shall not be
allowed along the frontage of an interstate or freeway right-of-way.
____5e. Setback
___a(1) If the sign height is six feet or less, or within a Design District, there shall be
no minimum setback required from the property line.
___b:(2) Ifthe sign height is over six feet:
___(%a) For sign areas of 32 square feet or less, a minimum setback of five feet
from all property lines shall be required, except that a minimum setback of
12 feet from adjoining residential properties shall be required.
___(2b)  For sign areas of more than 32 square feet, a minimum setback of 10 feet
from all property lines shall be required, except that a minimum setback of
12 feet from adjoining residential properties shall be required.
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____6f. Design Standards
___a(1) Except for signs located within Design Districts, pylon sign supports shall
consist of at least 30% of the total sign width with a maximum of 50% of total
sign width; each single support shall consist of at least 15% of the total sign
width.
___b:(2) Within Design Districts, freestanding signs shall incorporate the following
design standards:
___(2a) All freestanding signs shall have three-part design as follows:
___{&)i.___Monument signs shall be composed of a decorative base, sign face,

and cap.
____{bjii. __Pylon signs shall be composed of a decorative base, support, and sign
face.

___(2b)  Signs and sign support material shall be constructed of metal, painted or
stained non-pressure-treated wood, masonry, fabric, glass, ceramics, or
concrete.

___(3¢) Fasteners used for securing the sign to the ground shall be obscured by
covers.

___(4d)  Proportion

Pylon signs shall be proportionally taller than they are wide.

7g. Landscaping

Except within Design Districts, freestanding signs shall incorporate the following

landscaping requirements.

___a&(1) A defined landscaped area shall be provided at the base of the sign. The
required landscaped area shall be parallel to the face of the sign. The required
landscaped area shall be at least 50 square feet in area. For signs with multiple
faces, the landscaped area shall be allocated so that a portion of the required
landscaping is located in front of each sign face.

___b(2) Therequired landscaped area shall contain materials such as, but not limited
to, vegetative ground covers, perennials, shrubs, and ornamental trees covering
at least 50% of the defined landscaped area at maturity. Paving and artificial
plant materials shall not be included in fulfilling this requirement. A plan of the
landscaped area with the name, quantity, and spacing of plant materials shall be
included as a part of the sign permit application.

h. Addressing

All monument signs shall incorporate a street address number or address range.

Street address numbers shall be a minimum of six inches high in residential districts,

and 12 inches high in all other districts. The area of the address number shall not be

computed as part of the sign face unless it exceeds twice the minimum number
height.

8:i. Medical-CenterSigns Hospital Facilities*

9 Hospital is defined, and additional text proposed to emphasize the unique health/safety role hospitals play
within a community.
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Due to the unique roll hospitals play in the health and overall welfare of the
community, and the need to expediently identify the location of various services or
departments of a hospital facility, additional freestanding signs for hospitals

on a¥a aeiag an O madi a a¥a a¥la¥e ANY.Ya O Sha“

be allowed subject to the following limitations. Unless explicitly altered below, all
other applicable standards shall apply.
___a(1). The information contained on the sign shall relate to medieat-hospital facility
services.
___bB(2): Each sign shall not exceed 12 feet in height and 50 square feet in area; and
___€(3)- The number of signs allowed shall not exceed a ratio of one sign per 150 feet
of medical-faciityhospital property street frontage measured on the street on which
the signs are to be located;and.
(4)e—All signs associated with the medieal-hospital facility shall be approved as
part of a common signage plan in conformance with the requirements of Sec. 11.8,

Eements—ef—Common—and—Way-Finding—Signage—PRlansCommon _Signage Plan

Elements.
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____€j. Residential ldentification-SighsDevelopments
1(1). Residential—SubdivisionsSingle and two-family residential developments
approved through required preliminary plats.

(1) Up to two freestanding signs may be placed at each entrance te-identifyof the
subdivisiondevelopment.

(2) Each sign shall be limited to six feet in height and 12 square feet in area.

(3) Signs shall be incorporated into a permanent landseape-feature such as a wall or
masonry column.

2(2). PDRDistricts-and-Multifamily Developments

(1) Up to two freestanding signs may be placed at each entrance te-identify—the
projectof the development.

(2) Each sign shall be limited to six feet in height and the total sign area shall not
exceed 32 square feet in area for a single sign and 16 square feet each if two
signs are used.

(3) The sign shall be incorporated into a permanent lardseape-feature such as a wall
or masonry column.

D. Marquee Signs
Signs/message areas on a permanent roof-like structure projecting over an entrance of a
building (marquee).
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Standards

Marquee signs shall be allowed in all non-residential districts, including MU, UC, and DD

Districts, subject to the following conditions:

1. The marquee shall maintain a vertical clearance evera-sidewatk-of at least 7'-6” on-site
or within public right-of-way.

2. The marquee shall be no closer than two feet, measured in horizontal distance, from the

curb line of any street.

The message area may extend the full length of the marquee.

The message area shall not exceed eight feet in height.

5. The message area shall not exceed 200 square feet in area, except in the DD District
where it shall not exceed 350 square feet in area.

6. Only one marquee sign shall be allowed per establishment.

W

E. Projecting Signs

A sign forming an angle with a building which extends from the building and is supported by

the building.

Siadards

Projecting signs shall be allowed on all nonresidential uses, subject to the following

conditions:

1. The sign shall not extend above the top of the wall to which it is attached, except that a
sign 18 inches or less in width and perpendicular to such wall may extend up to a
maximum of two feet beyond the top of the wall.

2. The sign shall maintain a vertical clearance of 7’-6”"-on-site or within public right-of-
WA e ee s e el s errogirodreniy el

3. The sign shall not extend into a required frentstreet yard more than six feet-erinte—a

4. The sign shall not exceed 40 square feet in area.

5. Only one projecting sign shall be permitted per establishment, except that an
establishment in a Design District with more than one street frontage may have one sign
per street frontage.

F. Roof Signs

A sign that is higher than the highest point of the roof to which it is attached. Signs that do

not extend above the roof, but are attached to the lower slope of a roof or attached to a

parapet wall above a flat roof are considered wall signs. Signs that do not extend above the

highest point of the roof, even if attached to mansard or canopy roofs are considered wall

signs.

Sizdards

Roof signs shall be allowed subject to the following regulations:

1. Roof signs are allowed only in the MU District and Downtown Tier.

2. Roof signs shall be allowed by right on buildings of five stories or more.

3. Roof signs on buildings with less than five stories are allowed through the approval of a
Besiga-Minor Special Use Permit, pursuant to Sec. 3.9, Special Use Permit.
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G.

|I

4. The maximum sign area shall be 15% of the building facade area that is on the same
building elevation as the sign. The amount of sign area devoted to roof signs shall be
deducted from the allowable wall sign square footage.

Suspended Signs

A sign that is attached to the underside of a horizontal plane or arm and is supported by the

horizontal plane.

Sizhdards

Suspended signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts, subject to the following

regulations:

1. The sign shall be no closer than two feet, measured in horizontal distance, from the curb
line of any street.

2. The sign shall maintain a vertical clearance evera-sidewatk-of at least 7’-6”_on-site or
within public right-of-way.

3. The sign area shall not exceed 3% square feet.

4. Only one suspended sign shall be allowed per establishment or per exterior wall per
establishment.

. Vending Machlnes, Automatic Tellers ]AT [ Gasoline Pumps, and Other Slte Amenltles

Signs ;

the—drsplay—m—mq—mtegml—paﬁ—eﬂocated on a vendlng machlne automatic teIIer machln

gas pump, or other site amenities.

Stantards

1. No sign permit shall be required.

2. For vending machines, ATMs, and gasoline pumps, Fhe-the sign shall not exceed 32
square feet in area per side of the machine or pump.

3. For amenities such as benches, refuse receptacles, and other similar on-site amenities,
one sign shall be allowed and shall not exceed one square foot.

I.__Wall Signs

Any sign, other than a projecting sign, which is permanently attached to or painted on any
wall of a building. A sign attached to the lower slope of a mansard or canopy roof, or a sign
affixed to or forming an awning or a canopy, shall be considered a wall sign for purposes of
this Ordinance. For purposes of this section only, a "wall" shall include any permanent
architectural extension of a wall, including parapets, unless that extension serves solely as
the framing for a sign support structure or sign face, even if such extension projects beyond
or above the enclosed portions of the building. For signs that extend above the roof see
"Roof Signs."
1. Standards—Nonresidential Districts
Wall signs shall be subject to the following requirements in nonresidential districts:
1a. The sign shall not extend more than 12 inches from the wall of the building,
except in the case of a sign on the lower slope of a roof or a canopy roof, where the
sign may extend the distance required to make the sign vertical.
2b. The sign may extend up to 12 inches into a public right-of-way.
3c. The sign may not extend beyond the edges of the wall to which it is attached,
except when the sign is contiguous on two adjacent walls of the same building, the
connecting portion may extend to but not beyond the face of the adjoining portion.
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5d. Wall signs may not exceed 15% of the wall area in size. Where the area of the
wall is less than 167 square feet, a minimum of 25 square feet of wall sign area is
allowed.

6e. The total wall sign area shall be the sum of all signs on the wall including signs on
the wall surface, signs affixed to the wall parallel and in the same plane as the wall,
signs on awnings or canopies, window signs, door signs, signs on the lower slopes of
roofs or canopy roofs, and signs on parapets above roofs.

#. The sign shall only have one face, regardless of the proposed angle of separation

of proposed faces.

2. Standards—Residential Districts

Wall signs in residential districts shall be subject to the following requirements:

a. Nonresidential uses permitted in residential districts and all multifamily
developments shall be allowed one wall sign per building, provided the sign does not
exceed 15% of the wall area; however,

b. aA minimum of 25 square feet of wall sign area shall be allowed.

J. Window Signs
Signs that are attached to, painted on, or etched into a window or displayed within 12
inches (measured horizontally) of the window and are legible from outside of the window.
Siadards
1. Such signs in combination with other window signs shall not exceed 10% of the window

area on each facade.

11.8 Common-and-Way-Finding- Signage Plans Elements®’
Elements of a Common-Signage Plan

The common signage plan shall consist of five elements:

11.8.1 Location

Identification of sign locations on buildings or property.

11.8.2 Materials and lllumination

Description of the type of sign and sign materials, including construction materials and
proposed lighting if any.

11.8.3 Size

A. ltemization of sign size or band area at identified locations.

B. Allocation of sign area for multi-tenant structures-may-faverene-tenantorseriesoftenants

>0 Way-finding signs are incorporated into Exempt signs.
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desighee—maytimit-thetoge-size: The use of federally registered trademarks (logos) can be
incorporated into the plan.”*

11.8.5 Color

A. Listing of the colors to be used on each sign.

B. A maximum of three colors plus either black or white are allowed-ir-a-single-commeonplan.
Any neon lighting for building signage shall be matched to an approved color specified on the
signage plan in order to be included as a part of the color scheme.

11.8.6 Approval Procedure
The approval procedure for common and-way-finding-signage plans is set forth in Sec. 3.11,

Common ard-Way-Finding-Signage Plans.

>! Consistent with current practice.
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> These are incorporated into exempt signs. The adoption process is already in 3.16, as modified, and the COA
process already captures modification or demolition requirements.
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Other UDO Sections:

Sec. 1.9  Severability>>

If any court of competent jurisdiction invalidates any section, subsection, sentence, clause,
phrase, word or portion ('portion') of this Ordinance, then such judgment shall not affect the
validity and continued enforcement of any other portion of this Ordinance and all remaining
portions shall remain in full force and effect. If any court of competent jurisdiction invalidates
the application of any portion of this Ordinance, then such judgment shall not affect the
application of that portion to any other building, structure, or use not specifically included in
that judgment. If any court of competent jurisdiction judges invalid any condition attached to
the approval of an application for development, then such judgment shall not affect any other
conditions or requirements attached to the same approval which are not specifically included in

that judgment.

3.10 Sign Permit
3.10.1 Applicability

, = Signs
requiring permits pursuant to Artlcle 11, Signs, shaII be allowed in accordance with the

following procedures.
Commentary: A common signage plan may be required before a sign permit can be issued

(see Sec. 3. 11 Common a-nel—Way—Fmd-l-ng—&gnage Plans)

B. - 5 Although a sign
may not require a S|gn permﬁ—hewever—eieetneai—epeﬂqer—peﬂ%—may—be—mqued an
electrical or other permit may be required.

3.10.5 Temporary Sign Permits

A temporary sign permit shall be issued in accordance with Article 11, Signs. A common signage

plan pursuant to Sec. 3.11, Common ard-Way-Finding-Signage Plans, shall not be required for

applications for temporary sign permits.

A. Only one sign shall be allowed per business site per speeial-temporary event and shall
include the date(s) of the event in the sign copy.

B. Each business site may be issued two sign permits for a temporary sign within a 12-month
period. Each 12-month period shall begin with the issuance of the first permit and shall
expire 12 months from that date.

Sec. 3.11 Common and-Way-Finding-Signage Plans
3.11.1 General

A—A common signage plan is required for all permanent signs for one or more buildings or
businesses within a unified development—_sitecemplex, as demonstrated through a
development plan or approved site plan(s), even if the property is subdivided and has
various owners.

>3 Updated per City Attorney’s office.
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2A. Approval of a common signage plan is required prior to the issuance of a sign permit,
except for a temporary sign permit.

2B.  Internaly-eriented-sighshotvisiblefrom-the-publicright-ef-wayExempt signs pursuant

to paragraph 11.2.2, Exempt Signs, shall not be required to be included in a common

signage plan.

4C. Common signage plans are not required in UC, UC-2, and-Design distriets-Districts, and
in a local Historic Districts Overlay. (County Only) Common signage plans are not required in
the SRP-C District.

3 11.2 Appllcatlon Requlrements

A. The elements of common and way-finding signage plans shall be in accordance with Sec.
11.8, Elementsof Common-and-Way-Finding Signage-PlansCommon Signage Plan Elements.

B. Common and-way-finding-signage plan applications shall be submitted in accordance with
paragraph 3.2.4, Application Requirements.

3.11.3 Action by the Planning Director

A. The Planning Director, or designee, is the approving authority for common and-way-finding
signage pIans

€B. Minor alterations in sign locations resulting from unexpected conditions on the site may be
approved by the Planning Director, or designee.

3.11.4 Revisions and Amendments

A. Revisions or amendments to a common signage plan shall require documentation of
notification to all owners and tenants on the property prior to approval. The notification
shall indicate the proposed changes and shall be mailed between 10 to 25 days prior to
application submittal.

B. Signs erected after September 1, 1989, and subsequently made nonconforming because of
an amendment to a common signage plan shall be brought into compliance with the
amended plan within six months of approval of the amended plan.

3.11.5 Appeal
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Final action on a common erway-finding-signage plan can be appealed in accordance with Sec.
3.15, Appeal of Administrative Decision.

3.16.3 Designation of an Historic Landmark
A. Application
1. An application for an historic landmark designation shall be submitted in accordance
with paragraph 3.2.4, Application Requirements.
2. Requests for designation shall include the specific elements of the property for which
historic landmark designation is proposed.
3. Historic landmark designation shall require consent of the property owner(s).>*

B A ction b the Historic | onC ,

History-North-Carolina-Department-of Naturaland-Cultural Resources.™

€B. Criteria for Designation®®
1. A building, structure, site, area, sign, or object may be considered for designation as an
historic landmark only if all of the following three criteria are met:

a. Fheproperty-must-notcurrently-be-undergoingrenovationRenovation shall not be

currently taking place unless it has been approved for state or federal tax credits in
accordance with the Secretary of Interior Standards;
b. The HPC must deem and find that the building, structure, site, area, sign, or object
meets at least one of the three following criteria:
(1) Individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places or on the Study List;
(2) Statewide Significance status granted by the State Historic Preservation Office;
(3) Integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship, feeling and
association on the whole, and:
(a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of local, regional, or national history; or
(b) Is associated with the lives of persons significant in local, regional, national
history; or
(c) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction; represents the work of a master; possesses high artistic values (i.e.,
the architecture alone is significant in its own right); or
(d) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to Durham’s
history or prehistory.
¢. The governing body must deem and find that the building, structure, site, area, sign,
or objectpreperty possesses distinction within the context or period of significance.

> Existing text relocated.

> Duplicative text.

*® Included to incorporate landmark signs into this section. The current wording is derived from state legislation,
and a sign qualifies as an “object.”
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Commentary: A building, structure, site, area, sign,or object whose components lack
individual distinction may still be considered a landmark if the whole is significant.

EC. Action by the Historic Preservation Commission

1. In accordance with NCGS §160A-400.6(2), the HPC shall make or cause to be made an
investigation and report on the prehistorical, historical, architectural, educational or
cultural significance of each building, structure, site, area, sign, or object proposed for
designation or acquisition. The investigation and report shall be forwarded to the
Division of Archives and History, North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural
Resources.

2. The HPC shall hold a public hearing and give notice in accordance to paragraph 3.2.5,
Notice and Public Hearings, on the proposed ordinance of designation. It shall
recommend to the governing body, denial of designation or approval of designation of
the proposed historic landmark.

ED.  Action by the NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

In_accordance with NCGS §160A-400.6(3), the NC Department of Natural and Cultural
Resources shall be given the opportunity to review and comment upon the substance and
effect of the designation of any historic landmark. Any comments shall be provided in
writing. If the NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources does not submit its
comments within 30 days following receipt by the Department of the investigation and

GE. Action by the Governing Body

>’ Relocated
> Duplicative text
> Text update
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1. The governing body, after ensuring that the other governing body has been notified,
shall hold a public hearing and give notice in accordance paragraph 3.2.5, Notice and
Public Hearings, on the proposed ordinance of designation.

2. Following the public hearing, the governing body may adopt the ordinance of
designation as proposed, adopt the ordinance of designation with any amendments it
deems necessary, or reject the proposal.

Adoption of an Ordinance of Designation

Upon compliance with the required procedures of this section, the governing body may, for

its respective jurisdiction, adopt and from time to time amend or repeal an ordinance

designating one or more historic landmarks. The ordinance shall include the following
information:

1. A legal description of each property designated by the ordinance, including the tax
identification number for the property. The ordinance shall clearly indicate what
elements of the property are designated as an historic landmark. Examples of those
elements are a building's interior, its exterior, any specific or all outbuildings, other site
elements or the entire site;

2. The name or names of the owner or owners of the property;

3. A description of those elements of the landmark that are integral to its educational,
cultural, historical, architectural or prehistorical value;

4. The land area of the property;

5. A note that structural and site improvements shall require approval of a certificate of
appropriateness pursuant to Sec. 3.17, Certificate of Appropriateness, if applicable; and
that, for each building, structure, site, area, sign, or object, the waiting period set forth
in paragraph 3.17.6, COA for Demolition, Destruction and Relocation of this Ordinance
shall be observed prior to its demolition; and

6. Any other information the HPC deems necessary.

. Historic Markers

The ordinance designating the landmark may also provide for suitable markers on the
property noting that the landmark has been so designated, including but not limited to
signs, plagues or other appropriate indicators.

1. The ordinance designating the landmark shall specify the design and location of the

marker(s).

2. If the owner consents, the sign shall be placed upon the property. If the owner objects,

the sign shall be placed on a nearby public right-of-way.

. Action Following Designation

Upon adoption of the ordinance of designation, the following provisions shall apply:

1. The owners and occupants of each designated historic landmark shall be given written
notification of such designation by the Planning Director, or designee, insofar as
reasonable diligence permits.

2. One copy of the ordinance and each amendment thereto shall be filed by Planning
Director, or designee, in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Durham County. Each
historic landmark designated in the ordinance shall be indexed according to the name of
the owner of the property in the grantee and grantor indexes in the Office of the
Register of Deeds.
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3.

4.

6.

One copy of the ordinance and each amendment thereto shall be given to the
Inspections Director, or designee.

For historic landmarks, one copy of the ordinance and each amendment thereto shall be
kept on file in the Office of the City or County Clerk, as appropriate, and made available
for public inspection at any reasonable time.

. The fact that a building, structure, site, area, sign, or object has been designated as an

historic landmark shall be clearly indicated on all maps maintained by Durham County
for tax purposes for such period as the designation remains in effect.

The Planning Director, or designee, shall give notice of the adoption of an ordinance of
designation and any amendment thereof to the Durham County Tax Supervisor. The
designation and any recorded restriction upon the property limiting its use for
preservation purposes shall be considered by the Tax Supervisor in appraising it for tax
purposes.

Kl. Effect of Subdivision or Recombination

1. Designation shall remain applicable to all properties subdivided from the originally
designated property.

2. When designated property is recombined with non-designated property, the
designation shall remain applicable only to the improvements and portion of property
originally designated, and shall not extend to improvements and the portions of the
recombined property not originally designated.

3.16.4 Desi . £ o Land KSi
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3.16.54 Repeal of Historic District or Historic Landmark Designation [Text remains
unchanged]

5.3.4 Commercial Use Standards
C. Antique Shops
1. The parcel on which the shop is located shall be a minimum of five acres.

> Backlit sians challl hibited.

32. The maximum parking allowed shall be no more than the minimum parking required.

J. Electronic Gaming Operations

0. Manufactured Home Sales

5.4.8 Satellite Dishes (Earth Stations)

Satellite dishes (earth stations) that are less than one meter (39.37 inches) in diameter in

residential districts and less than two meters in diameter in all other zoning districts shall be

exempt from the standards of this section. Satellite dishes exceeding these dimensions shall be

subject to the following additional requirements:

A. A Minor Special Use Permit issued in accordance with Sec. 3.9, Special Use Permit, shall be
required.

B. If attached to a roof or building, a letter certifying the roof’s and building’s structural
stability shall be written and sealed by a licensed engineer, prior to any approval of a roof-
mounted satellite earth station.

5.5.2 Specific Temporary Uses

F. Farmers’ Markets

a)-si L only dui ket l :
(2} No-si o o,
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6.11.4 University and College Districts (UC and UC-2)

J. Signage

1. Transitional Use Area

All applicable standards of Article 11, Sign Standards, shall apply.
2. Internal Campus

apply=A common signage plan shall not be required.

6.12.3 Required Yards
B. Encroachments into Required Yards
4. Marguee signs-Signs can extend into yard spaces in conformance with standardsfound-in

the-Sec—11-6;-Signs-ReguiringPermitsArticle 11, Signs.

Sec. 7.7 Flagpoles and Flags

7.7.1 Definitions

A. The term flag in this section shall mean a piece of fabric or other flexible material solely
containing distinctive colors, patterns, standards, words, or emblems used as a symbol of an
organization or entity, including but not limited to political jurisdictions, such as the United
States.

B. Flags displaying a logo, message, statement, or expression relating to commercial interests,
and banners otherwise not meeting the definition of a flag shall alse-conform with al-the
sign regulations in Article 11, Sign Standards.

7.7.2 Requirements

K. This section shall not be interpreted to restrict the right to display eligible flags as banners
or noncommercial signage under Article 11, Sign Standards. Flags mounted directly on a
building wall shall expressly be considered signs and shall be subject to Article 11, Sign
Standards.

15.3.9 Additional Remedies for Sign Violations

In addition to the other remedies provided in this Section, violations of Article 11, Sign
Standards may be remedied through the following:

A. The Planning Director, or designee, may revoke the sign permit for a sign or sign structure in

V|olat|on of this Ordmance—metudmga#ebtmn&e#mstﬁeﬂen&mqﬂgweepﬁw&he%ﬁe%ei
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B. The Planning Director, or designee, may remove unpermitted signs—faees; and structures
that are located in the public right of way, or on utility poles or structures within the public
right of way, or signs,—faees; and structures for which no owner can be located, or which
present a danger to the public health or safety, or signs in violation of this Ordinance.

C. Any repeated violation of the same provision of Article 11, Sign Standards, by the same
individual or corporation at an identical or different location may result in immediate action
against the individual or corporation, and may be considered a subsequent violation for the
same offense, and each day a separate violation.

17.3 Defined Terms

Banner: A sign constructed of lightweight fabric or similar material_ that does not qualify as a
flag pursuant to Sec. 7.7, Flagpoles and Flags, and is secured to not be considered a windblown
sign pursuant to paragraph 11.3.3, Windblown or Inflated Signs.62

Changeable Copy: The characters, letters, or illustrations of a sign that change, either manually
or electronically, without altering the sign.

Commercial SpeeehSign: A sign Any—expression—+related—seolely—te that directs attention to a
business, commodity, or service-the-economicinterestsof the-speakerand-itsaudience, or as

otherwise defined by a court of competent jurisdiction.

Common Signage Plan: A plan delineating unifying characteristics for signs associated with a

development project-ercomplex.

Historic Marker: A sign indicating the date of construction, the name of the building, the
principals involved in its construction, or other historical facts. Historic or memorial markers are
erected pursuant to a plan or program for the erection of such signs or markers applied on a
national, State, or county-wide basis; or to properties within a duly authorized local historic
district, _authorized historic landmark, or recognized within the Durham Architectural and
Historic Inventory, as amended.

Hospital: An institution providing human health services primarily for in-patient medical and
surgical care for the physically or mentally sick and injured and including related support

60 Superfluous text

® per zoning enforcement this section needs to be deleted. If a sign was established without the required permit,
it needs to get a permit. If it can’t, then it would need to be removed if a variance isn’t approved.

6 Adapted from current text. Would currently be allowed as a temporary or permanent sign.
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facilities such as an emergency department, pharmacy, laboratories, out-patient departments,
staff offices, food services, and gift shop. This definition is does not include urgent care
facilities, stand-alone medical clinics or offices, or other similar facilities.

Noncommercial Sign: A sign which contains no message, statement, or expression related to a
business, commodity, or servicecemmerciainterests. Noncommercial signs include, but are not
limited to, signs expressmg polltlcal views, rel|g|ous views, or irfermation—about—andfor

noncommercial

announcements.

Sign: Any object, device, display or structure, or part thereof, that is used to advertise, identify,
display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business,
product, service, event or location by any means, including but not limited to words, letters,
pennants, banners, emblems, trademarks, tradenames, insignias, numerals, figures, design,
symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination or projected images or any other attention directing

message—m—el—rspl-ayed—For the purposes of this Ordlnance th|s deflnltlon shaII not mcIude "trade
dress" i.e.: architectural features identified with a product or business, as a sign.

On-Premise Sign: A sign which advertises or directs attention to a business, commodity, or
service conducted, offered, or sold on the premises, or directs attention to the business or
activity conducted on the premises.64

Sign, Temporary: A sign not permanently embedded in, or anchored to, the ground; or not
permanently affixed to a building, sign support, or other object that is permanently embedded
in, or anchored to, the ground. Typically such signs can be removed without special handling or

equipment.

% Greensboro definition. The current definition appears to characterize commercial-type signs, rather than a
neutral definition of what a sign is. “Trade Dress” will be kept.
64 . ere . .

Definition from old merged zoning ordinance.
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