
 

 

 
 

Call for Artists 

Urban Art—West Ellerbee Creek Trail I-85 Pedestrian Tunnel  
 

URBAN ART AT WEST ELLERBEE CREEK TRAIL PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL 

1900 Maryland Avenue, Durham, NC 27705 
 
Deadline: February 2, 2018 by 11:59 PM MST 
Total Project Budget: $7,000 
Artist Commission Fee South Entrance: $2,500  
Artist Commission Fee North Entrance: $2,500  
 
All applications must be submitted through our online application portal.  

 
PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The City of Durham’s General Services Department and the Office of Economic and Workforce 
Development, in partnership with the Public Art Committee, are soliciting applications from 
artists or artist teams (referred to as “Candidates”) to design and install urban art at the West 
Ellerbee Creek Trail 1-85 Pedestrian tunnel. The two Candidates with the best qualifications 
(referred to as “Awardees”) will be invited to contract with the City to design and install two 
pieces of urban art at either entrance to the pedestrian tunnel.   
 
Awardees will be paid a commission fee of $2,500 to design and install the art. The City will 
cover material costs up to $1,000 for each entrance (south and north). The expected project 
completion will be April 2018. The addition of signature urban art pieces at either pedestrian 
tunnel entrance will:   

¶ bring together artists and community members in the creation of urban art that 
celebrate the culture and history of Durham’s neighborhoods; 

¶ activate the West Ellerbee Creek Trail Phase II extension;  

¶ promote the use of the interior of the pedestrian tunnel as a Free Expression Pedestrian 
tunnel; and,  

¶ supplement the diversity of the City’s growing public art collection.  

 
DESCRIPTION  
The West Ellerbee Creek Trail Phase II, scheduled for completion in Spring 2018, is a two-
directional multi-use greenway trail project connecting Phase I of the West Ellerbee Creek Trail 
that terminates at Guess Road to the North/South Greenway on Stadium Drive. The new one-
mile extension follows West Ellerbee Creek and will connect residents and visitors to Westover 
Park, shopping on the North Pointe Drive, residential communities, and Durham's existing trail 
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network. This one-mile extension will provide permanent access to a pedestrian tunnel under I-
85. The pedestrian culvert, approximately 160 linear feet long and 12 feet high, has been a site 
of creative expression in the years since it was constructed. Today, there is a combination of 
street art and graffiti on the interior and exterior walls of the pedestrian tunnel. The City will 
designate the interior of the pedestrian tunnel as a Free Expression Pedestrian tunnel in 
addition to the two signature urban art installations at either pedestrian tunnel entrance.  
 
The City is seeking to commission an artist or artist team to engage the community in the 
design and/or installation of urban art that enhances the two exterior entrances of the I-85 
pedestrian tunnel. “Urban art” is a style of art that combines street art and graffiti with local 
community culture and self-expression. The term is often used to summarize the intersections 
between street art, graffiti, and more traditional artistic expressions.  
 
Interested applicants are invited to review the requirements and apply before 11:59 PM MST 
on February 2, 2018. The Awardees will be notified by February 2018 and invited to contract 
with the City.  
 

PROJECT BUDGET 
The West Ellerbee Creek 1-85 Pedestrian tunnel project budget is $7,000, comprised of two 
Commission fees of $2,500 each and a total materials budget of $1,000 per entrance. The City 
will be responsible for purchasing materials.  

 
ELIGIBILITY  
This invitation is open to artists over the age of 18 who reside in North Carolina and local 
Durham-area artists are strongly encouraged to apply. 

 
TENTATIVE TIMELINE  
January 11, 2018    Call for Art opens 
February 2, 2018 by 11:59 PM MST  Deadline for submissions  
February 5 – 12, 2018                           Panel review process   
February 15, 2018                           Awardees are notified  
March 2018                 Project Plan approval and contract finalization    
April 2018                                    Installation completed 

 
SELECTION PROCESS & CRITERIA  
A panel that will likely include representatives from General Services, the Office of Economic & 
Workforce Development, the Public Art Committee, the Parks & Recreation Department, and 
neighborhood residents will review all submissions and recommend completed applications 
from Candidates that demonstrate the following criteria: 

¶ creativity & originality; 

¶ ability to complete the work on time and within budget; 

¶ experience with creating durable works of urban art that are resistant to weathering, 
excessive maintenance, and repair costs; and, 



¶ submittal of all required application materials as outlined in this document 
 
The panel’s recommendations will be shared with the City of Durham, and pending final 
approval, the Awardee will be invited to contract with the City for the commission of this work.  

 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS  
Proposals should be submitted online before February 2, 2018 at 11:59 PM MST. Applications 
must be submitted online.  Artists who submit will also be shortlisted for consideration for 
other City art projects in parks, trails, and neighborhoods.  
 
Completed applications will include the following:  
 

1. Statement interest that briefly explains you/your team’s qualifications   

¶ Please be sure to include descriptions of:  
i. Experience with urban art such as street art or graffiti  
ii.  Experience involving the public in the design and/or installation of art  

2. Project budget and timeline  

¶ 1 pg. (recommended file formats include .pdf, .doc, .docx, .xls, .xlsx) 
3. Resume/CV for each team member that will participate in the project 

¶ Recommended file formats include .pdf, .doc, .docx  
4. Image samples of prior work for each team member that will participate in the project 

¶ At least 3 images for an individual artist applicant 

¶ 6 images for artist team, firm, and nonprofit applicants 
5. Professional references (2) 

¶ Please include name, relationship to the applicant, phone number, and email 
address for each person referenced  

 

RIGHTS & DISCLAIMERS 
The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. The City reserves the right (i) to 
negotiate changes of any nature with any Finalist or Awardee with respect to discrepancies 
between the designs selected for the contract and the art that will be commissioned by the 
City, and (ii) to enter into an agreement for some or all of the work with one or more 
Candidates that do not submit proposals. Although Candidates should make their best faith 
effort to comply with the requirements outlined in this call for artists, the City may, in its 
discretion, waive-noncompliance. The evaluation criteria are intended to be used to make a 
recommendation to the entity or person within the City authorized to award the contract.  That 
entity or person is not bound to use these criteria or to award a contract on the basis of the 
recommendation. The City reserves the right to change the criteria and to otherwise vary from 
this procedure as it determines to be in the City’s interest. Unless the artist indicates otherwise, 
all of the materials submitted to qualify for this opportunity will be discarded after the 
conclusion of this solicitation. Under the terms of the contract, the Awardee will agree to allow 
the City to incorporate the design and installation it has commissioned into the City’s 
permanent art collection.  
 

https://durhampublicart.wufoo.com/forms/z1inord609897bd/


CONTACTS  
Stacey Poston       Jessica Kemp 
ADA Coordinator & Special Projects Manager West Ellerbee Creek Project Manager 
General Services Department    General Services Department  
Stacey.Poston@durhamnc.gov    Jessica.Kemp@durhamnc.gov  
(919) 560-4197 x21254    (919) 560-4197 x21234 
 
Brian Smith 
Senior Economic Development Coordinator 
Office of Economic and Workforce Development 
Brian.Smith@durhamnc.gov 
(919) 560-4965 x15205 
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PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL OVERVIEW  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

West Ellerbee Creek Trail Phase II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Ellerbee Creek Trail 

Extension 

I-85 Pedestrian 

Pedestrian tunnel  

West Ellerbee Creek Trail and Pedestrian tunnel Location 



URBAN ART INSTALLATION SITE 1 – South Entrance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Entrance (Site 1)  South Entrance Wing Wall (Site 1)  

South Entrance (Site 1)  South Entrance Wing Wall (Site 1)  



URBAN ART INSTALLATION SITE 2 – North Entrance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Entrance (Site 2)  North Entrance Wing Wall (Site 2)  

North Entrance (Site 2)  North Entrance (Site 2)  



I-85 PEDESTRIAN PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL INTERIOR - Future Free Expression Pedestrian tunnel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of North Entrance Boardwalk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Entrance existing art 

Pedestrian tunnel Interior with existing art  South Entrance Boardwalk with existing art  

North Entrance Boardwalk with existing Art 


