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Durham Debuts Free Textile Recycling Drop-Off Location
DURHAM, N.C. – City of Durham residents looking for an easy and free way to recycle their clothing,
shoes, and other household textiles can now take advantage of a free designated drop-off location.
The City’s Solid Waste Management Department is partnering with Durham-based Green Zone as their
new service provider for the collection, transportation, and recycling of clothing, shoes, other textiles, and
small household items. Residents can now bring their clothing and other textiles for free drop off at the
City’s Waste Disposal and Recycling Center, located at 2115 E. Club Blvd., Monday through Friday from
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 7 a.m. to noon.
According to Director Donald Long with the City’s Solid Waste Management Department, this new service
is aimed at removing clothing, shoes, and other textiles from Durham’s waste stream by diverting these
recyclable products to be redistributed to the nation’s secondhand market, sent to countries in need as
microenterprise commodities, or processed into reusable green-end products.
“This new program is a win-win for us, because not only are we diverting these items from the waste
stream by providing a free drop-off location, but this service is being provided by Green Zone at no cost to
the City,” Long said. “If our residents will use this drop-off location, they are not only helping our
environment and supporting our economy, but they are also saving their tax dollars from being used to
pay for tipping fees and the hauling costs of these recyclable products to the landfill.”
Items that can be recycled at this new drop-off location should be dry and clean, and can be left in lessthan-perfect condition (worn, torn or stained):
 Bedding (comforter, sheets, pillow cases, blankets)
 Belts
 Boots
 Coats
 Curtains/Draperies
 Dresses
 Flip flops
 Halloween costumes
 Hats
 Jackets
 Jeans
 Jerseys (sports)
 Napkins (cloth)
 Pajamas
 Pants
 Pet beds and clothing
 Pillows
 Purses



















Scarves
Shirts
Shoes (single or in pairs)
Shorts
Skirts
Slippers
Socks (single or in pairs)
Stuffed animals
Suits
Sweaters
Sweatpants
Sweatshirts
Table linens
Ties
Towels
T-shirts
Undergarments

The Durham County Department of General Services has an existing partnership with Green Zone as their
service provider for the collection, transportation, and recycling of textiles. Residents who live in the
unincorporated areas of Durham County as well as City residents may take their clothing and textiles for
free drop-off to any of the four Durham County Solid Waste Convenience Sites.
For more information about the City’s new textile recycling program, visit the City’s Solid Waste
Management Department webpage or contact Durham One Call at (919) 560-1200.
About the City of Durham Solid Waste Management Department
The Solid Waste Management Department promotes and supports a high quality of life for the residents
of Durham by providing comprehensive, responsive, environmentally-safe, efficient and cost-effective
solid waste collection, recycling and disposal programs. Department services include roll -out cart
collection, cart delivery and repair service, cardboard collection, yard waste collection, waste reduction
and recycling, bulky item pick-up, and disposal services. The Department supports the City’s Strategic Plan
by providing professional management that contributes to creating thriving, livable neighborhoods as well
as an innovative and high-performing organization.
###

