City of Durham & CASA
Joint News Release
For Immediate Release: October 28, 2015

News Media Contacts:
Amy Blalock
Sr. Public Affairs Specialist, City of Durham
(919) 560-4123, ext. 11253
Amy.Blalock@DurhamNC.gov
Debra King
Chief Executive Officer, CASA
(919) 754-9960, ext. 427
dking@casanc.org

Share! #Durham wins two affordable housing excellence awards from N.C. Housing Finance Agency http://bit.ly/1HbwQ4f

Durham Honored with Housing North Carolina Awards
Awards Recognize Two Communities for Excellence in Affordable Housing
DURHAM, N.C. – The City of Durham Bungalows at Southside and CASA’s Denson Apartments
for Veterans have received statewide recognition for excellence in affordable housing.
Earlier today, the City’s Community Development Department and CASA each accepted their
2015 Housing North Carolina Awards from the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency, which
honored these two projects for their affordability, design, sustainability, community contribution,
resident services, and creative partnerships.

The Housing North Carolina Awards is a 26-year-old statewide awards program which
recognizes outstanding homeownership, rental and supportive housing developments that can
serve as models for other communities. Durham communities were recognized with two of the
five awards presented today during the N.C. Affordable Housing Conference Luncheon at the
Raleigh Convention Center.

The Bungalows at Southside is part of a major revitalization project of the City, which is bringing
48 new homes to an area that previously was challenged by disinvestment. The Bungalows at
Southside are part of the City’s much larger Southside Revitalization Project, which covers
approximately 125 acres on the southern edge of downtown and includes a mix of homes,
apartment communities, and commercial development. Prior to redevelopment, the area had the
highest concentration of vacant lots and homes in the city, and the lowest rate of
homeownership.

The Denson Apartments for Veterans is the first permanent supportive housing in Durham for
veterans who are homeless and have disabilities. The first phase of the complex includes 11
apartments with rent set at 30 percent of the tenant’s income and includes all utilities. Denson
Apartments for Veterans was developed by CASA in partnership with the City of Durham, The
Home Depot Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the
North Carolina Housing Finance Agency, with construction financing from the State Employees’
Credit Union. CASA, a non-profit affordable housing developer and property manager based in
the Triangle, is currently developing phase two of the Denson Apartments for Veterans, adding
12 more apartments with the support of the Durham community.
For more information about the City’s Southside Revitalization Project, contact Project Manager
John Murphy with the City’s Community Development Department at (919) 560-4570, ext.
22225. For more information about CASA’s Denson Apartments for Veterans, contact Housing
Developer Jess Brandes with CASA at (919) 754-9960, ext. 429.
About the City of Durham Community Development Department
The City of Durham Community Development Department is responsible for coordinating the
City’s housing resources and various housing assistance programs as well as promoting
affordable housing by working with investors and community housing development
organizations. The department also administers the City’s entitlement programs from the U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban Development. Guided by the City’s Strategic Plan, the
department helps to ensure that the City has thriving, livable neighborhoods by enhancing
housing quality and affordability for Durham residents.
About CASA
CASA is a non-profit housing provider whose mission is to develop and manage affordable
housing, providing opportunities for successful living. Since 1992, CASA has focused on
building and managing affordable housing for extremely low-income families and individuals, in
particular veterans and people with disabilities. CASA manages more than 350 affordable
apartments and homes in Wake, Durham, and Orange counties.
For more information, like on Facebook and follow on LinkedIn.
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